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Synopsis

300 essential Italian words and phrases on CD and audioscript with pronunciation guide Fast If
you've always wanted to learn Italian or need to learn it in a hurry, here is a quick, stress-free
introduction to the basics. This 60-minute audio course features more than 300 essential Italian
words and phrases, including the latest vocabulary for the Internet and E-mail. Easy A narrator
guides you through the program, providing brief explanations of the foreign phrases. All you have to
do is listen and repeat after the native speakers. And the CD format makes it easy to access any
topic instantly. Effective Brief quizzes in this interactive course help you think in Italian. Lessons
include short dialogues so you can hear Italian spoken naturally. Learn both pronunciation and
comprehension skills. To help with memorization, each phrase is spoken twice, with ample pauses
for repetition. PortableA transcript with pronunciation guide is included, but the compact disk may be
used alone. It's easy to learn on the go: in a car, on a plane, even while walking or jogging.
Contents: Greetings Shopping Polite ExpressionsDirectionsAt the HotelAt the
RestaurantNumbersShoppingTelling Time Mail, Internet and TelephoneThe AirportThe Train

StationQuestionsDays and Months
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Customer Reviews

"It's virtually foolproof!"A A A A --New York Daily News

300 essential ltalian words and phrases on CD and audioscript with pronunciation guide Fast If



you've always wanted to learn Italian or need to learn it in a hurry, here is a quick, stress-free
introduction to the basics. This 60-minute audio course features more than 300 essential Italian
words and phrases, including the latest vocabulary for the Internet and E-mail. Easy A narrator
guides you through the program, providing brief explanations of the foreign phrases. All you have to
do is listen and repeat after the native speakers. And the CD format makes it easy to access any
topic instantly. Effective Brief quizzes in this interactive course help you think in ltalian. Lessons
include short dialogues so you can hear Italian spoken naturally. Learn both pronunciation and
comprehension skills. To help with memorization, each phrase is spoken twice, with ample pauses
for repetition. PortableA transcript with pronunciation guide is included, but the compact disk may be
used alone. It's easy to learn on the go: in a car, on a plane, even while walking or jogging.
Contents: Greetings Shopping Polite ExpressionsDirectionsAt the HotelAt the
RestaurantNumbersShoppingTelling Time Mail, Internet and TelephoneThe AirportThe Train

StationQuestionsDays and Months

Have used this program before...on tape! Good for the basics so you can greet and ask simple
questions in local language. Secret is repetition....do it...over and over and over. You'll still get

confused on a short trip...but it’s a nice gesture!

This is a quite a good audio CD for learning some basic Italian. | don’t know that you would get
much out of it if you were not also doing some basic grammar and/or vocabulary work, because it
focuses on memorization and pronunciation rather than comprehension. | took it out of the library
and it did not have the booklet, so maybe with the book it is more helpful for actually learning the
language.lt covers a broad range of subjects, but the vocabulary is not deep. For instance, there is
a section on shopping for food, but if this were your only resource you’'d only know how to get
grapes, cheese, and apples (although | still don’t get the word for apples)! (It also uses lira as the
currency.) Not a bad snack, but not the only foods you want to survive on. "-)I'd recommend this for
travelers who want to learn enough Italian to engage in rudimentary pleasantries and transactions
(or speak enough ltalian to encourage the person they’re communicating with to bring out their
English). If you want to be a student of the language rather than do it quick-and-dirty, you will
definitely need more than this.lt is definitely a great value, the price is reasonable and you can (and
should) listen to it many times, each time picking up new pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar
nuances. They pack a lot into 60 minutes. | walk to work, and it's great to put in the headphones to

practice as | walk, though | look a bit of an idiot walking around DC mumbling broken ltalian to



myself!

My fiance and | recently traveled to Italy on vacation and prior to using this product, we had not had
any exposure to the ltalian language. Just by listening to the CD and browsing the audio script a few
times, we were able to travel around Italy without any major language barriers. The CD was really
great for us since we only had a short amount of time to learn the ’essentials’(everyday greetings,
directions, useful phrases at the train station and airport, etc.) At one point during the trip, we were
trying to catch a train from Florence to Venice (we were running late, as usual). When we arrived at
the train station and looked at the schedule board, we found that our train had a status of "Ritardo."
We were in quite a panic since we didn’t want to miss our train, but we didn’t know what "Ritardo"
meant! We realized it could only mean a few things: '‘Canceled’, 'Delayed’ or 'Departed.” So we
quickly pulled out our audioscript and looked under the railroad station section and figured out that
'Ritardo’ meant 'Delayed.” Needless to say, we were very glad we had the Fast & Easy ltalian audio

script with us!!

| thought this program was great. | made a short trip to Sicily to visit the places where my
grandparents were from about 3 months ago. | didn’t know a great deal of ltalian, foods and some
words that | am pretty sure are just slang anyway. | needed something to give me a taste of the
language, teach me how to order food (as much as | could get my hands on) and how to be polite. |
really only needed the basics and | got that and more. It helped hearing the pronunciations because
that’'s my weakness and | still can’t speak the lanugage but | have a base so that | could understand
the ltalians and they could understand me. Like any program, | had to pay attention and try to learn
it. But after using it, | feel comfortable getting around Italy on my own, at least without a fluent

speaker at my side.

Having no knowledge of Italian whatsoever, | set out to find a simple cassette and book program to
listen to in the car while driving in preparation for an upcoming vacation. Like most tourists | wanted
to master the basics, plus a few key phrases. It started out simple enough, but way too quickly

progressed to repetition of really complex (and unimportant) sentences. | dont’ really need to know

where the nearest furrier is! (Not quite sure if that was exactly it, but it was darn close.)
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